ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Francis O’Neili February 23, 1993 
Maryland Historical Society 

201 West Monument St. 

Baltimore, MD 21201 


Dear Mr. O’ Neill: 


I am writing a book on counterfeit coin detecting scales and 
have such a scale which cannot be sufficiently identified. The 
scale is punch marked MOORE’S PATENT. There was never a patent 
issued to Moore. The scale is designed to accommodate U.S. gold 
coins of the 1834-1840 period. The box for the scale has a title 
of "Moore’s Patent Eagle Balance" and at the end of the text the 
description says "For sale at the offices of Moore’s. Price 
Current. 12 Merchants Exch." There is no city mentioned. 

I had assumed it was New York but found no corroboration. I 
was pleased to learn from you that Baltimore had a Merchants 
Exchange during this period at the Southwest corner of Second and 
Gay Streets during the period involved. You indicated that some 
city directory listed tha. occupants of the Merchants Exchange. 

Is it possible you can find a reference to Moore, whether he 
was a scalemaker, a publisher, an exchange dealer, a commodity 
dealer or what and had an office in the Merchants Exchange. 


I would be most appreciative. 


Sincerely yours, 


we 
j oS ———— —————— 
C ‘ 
= Zu eawike ) 
aes 


Eric P. Newman 





5 March, 1993 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

Se. Lows. 0 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman 


I'm sorry to have to report that we haven't found anything in our 
collections that would seem to relate to vour counterfeit coin detecting scale. 
Mr. Denwood Kelly, our resident numismatist, went throuagh the Baltimore city dir- 
ectories for the period vou mentioned with a fine-toothed comb, and while he did 
find the description of the occupants of the Baltimore Merchants’ Exchange which 
I mentioned to vou over the telephone, the list did not include anyone named 
Moore, let alone anyone who seems jiikeiy to have been in the counterfeit coin de- 
tection business. I include a nhotocony of the Merchants! Exchange list. 


There was no sian of any likely Moore in our biographical files, even when we 
went through them more carefully than I was able to do for you over the telephone. 
While there was a newspaver in Baltimore called the Price Current, it was never 
owned by or associated with anvone named Moore, as far as I can make out. I wonder, 
based on the punctuation of the markings on the scale, whether the maker wasn't just 
trying to say that the price of the scale might vary, and that it was best to check 
with him to find out what it was at any given time. If that's not it - if there was 
in fact a publication calied ‘Moore's Price Current’ - you might want to check with 
somebody at the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, MA. The collection of 
nineteenth-century publications held there is unrivaled, and if anyone has a record 
of Moore as a publisher, thev will. 


I'm sorry I can't be of more help to vou, but I know that in investigations like 
yours even negative findings are often of some value. I hope this is such a case, and 
that if you can think of any way in which we can be of more positive assistance, you 
won't hesitate to let me know. 


Sincerely yours 
Francis P. O'Neil] 
Reference Librarian 


MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


MUSEUM AND LIBRARY OF MARYLAND HISTORY 
201 West Monument Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 (301) 685-3750 
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\LTIMORE DIRECTOR, 


CORRECTED UP TO SEPTEMBER, 1835. 


tor i & ZGuunG. 


CONTAINING, WITH, (OB WITHOUT) 


& PLAN OF THE crTry, 


en a eae 


With Referenees to Public Buildings, 


A Mistorical Sketch of Baltimore, 





The Names and Occupations of the Householders, a List of 
the Streets, Lanes, Alleys, Wharves, &c.—a List of the 
Banks Insurance and other Companies, Custom House, 
Hours of Departure of Steamboats, Packets, Rail-Road 
Cars, &c. &c. and a variety of other entertaining matter- 
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LXC Matchett’s Baltimore ~ 
AA AAR A COREE ERE LES VAS LEE LORIN SEVIS NAS iN 
Everhart Joseph, jr. painter, Jew alley n of Dutch ‘ 
Everhart Jacob, tobacconist, Mulberry st w of Eutaw 
Evyerist Joseph, cooper Pratt st 3 doors & of Caroline 
Everist Thomas, grocer, Pratt st © of the bridge 

fyerist Joseph, cooper, 13 Yorkavenue 

E\waldt Dorothy, grocer, Penn avs of Union st 

Ewalt mrs. Montgomery st near Charles 

Ewen Barney, labourer, Biddle alley w of Ross st 

Ewens John, pedlay, Preston st E of Penn avenue 

Ewin & Hearttie, mathematical instrument makers, 53 Southy 
Ewin Wm. victualler, Penn avs of Hoffman st : 
Ewing Mary, x w corner Pitt and Aisquith sts 

Ewing Mary, York st near Charles 
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-qace, A. J. Schwartze, sq. President. Baltimore Insur- 
wee Company’s otlice, w side of the s entrance, Henry 
Yoompson, Msq. President. Baltimore Fire lasurance Com- 
Pagny’s olfice, first door s of the entrance from Gay street 
wiiam A. ‘Pucker, Esq. President, and Augustus L Jen: 
E .3 Secretary, British Consulate, John Me‘Tavish Esq. Con- 
; gi, ollice first door N of the entrance from Gay street. Wa- 
-Company’s office, first door n side of the entrance from 
yaer strect, Columbus O'Donnell, President, C. O’Don- 
y's office in same room; Henry Alexander's office N side 
rhe entrance from Water st. ‘he Savings Bank of Balti- 
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THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA » Founven 1731 


1314 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19107-5698 (215) 546-3181 FAX (215) 546-5167 


March 24, 1993 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Enclosed are the photocopies you requested confirming the erection of the Merchant Exchange 
Building and the address of the Merchant’s Coffee House. 


My perusal of Moore’s Philadelphia Price Current confirmed that Moore’s initials were T.M. He lists 
the newspaper’s address for those interested in subscribing as "Merchant’s Coffee House." | 
looked in the Philadelphia Directories for the years he published the newspaper (1833-35) and 
found no listings for the newspaper or the coffee house. I did find listings for "Moore, Thomas, 
com mer 26 S Wharves" and "Moore, Theodore, editor 126 Christian" in DeSilver’s Philadelphia 
Directory for 1835-36. 


I hope this information is helpful. Please contact me if I can be of further assistance. 


Sincerely, 


Ahen € J} le a a 


Denise M. Larrabee 
Reference Librarian 
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Philadelphia Bourse. Illustrated 
(PA-1456), 11-21 S. Fifth St., composing block bounded by Fifth, 
- Ludlow, Fourth, Ranstead sts. Steel frame, rusticated sandstone 
' lower stories and buff brick curtain walls with terra cotta trim, ap- 
. prox. 132’ (eleven-bay front) x 362’, nine stories, flat roof, giant 
columns and piers mark two-story entrance, rusticated quoins on 
lower three stories; long central interior court with gallery and sky- 
lights, originally exhibition halls in basement and eighth story. 

Built 1893-95; G. W. and W. D. Hewitt, architects; Allen B. 
| Rorke, contractor. Interior court altered later. Ground-story interior 
* and exterior west (Fifth St.) and south sides altered 1973-74; Thal- 
heimer and Weitz, architects. Modeled after European bourses, it was 
the only American institution of its kind when built. Certified, PHC 
1971. 6 ext. photos (1973, 1974, 1976),* 1 photocopy of old ext. photo 
(c. 1925);* 4 data pages (including 1933 insurance survey).* 









Philadelphia Contributionship for the Insuring of Houses from Loss by 
Fire 
(PA-1457), 212 S. Fourth St. Brick with marble trim, approx. 50’ 
(three-bay front) x 54’, four stories (originally three) with Corinthian 
tetrastyle porch, mansard roof (originally flat), double-entry 
stairway, double windows with marble lintels and pilasters, center- 
hall plan. 

Fine example of Greek Revival office-dwelling. Built 1835-36; 
: Thomas U. Walter, architect; Daniel Knight, Robert Knight, and 
| Joseph S. Walter, builders. Mansard added and porch replaced 
1866-67; Collins and Autenreith, architects; J. Struthers and Son, 
marble masons; Michael Errickson, carpenter. Interior altered 1898; 
Furness, Evans & Co., architects; John Duncan, contractor. Ren- 
ovated and partially restored 1930, 1970. Formed by Benjamin 
Franklin in 1752, the Philadelphia Contributionship is the nation’s 
oldest mutual fire insurance company. Certified, PHC 1956; Pennsyl- 
_ Vania Register 1970; NR. 
Be 2 ext. photos (1958),* 3 int. photos (1958),* 1 photocopy of ar- 

chitect’s drawing (1835);* 34 data pages (1959, including 1835-37, 
1866-67 correspondence with architect and marble mason).* 


j__ Philadelphia Exchange Company (later known as Merchants’ Exchange). 
| Mustrated 

{PA-1028), 143 S. Third St., on triangular lot bounded by Third, 
alnut, Dock Sts., Independence National Historical Park. Brick 
with marble ashlar, 95’-43/4” (five-bay front) x 152’-81/2”, three 








90 PHILADELPHIA PRESERVED 
as 
stories, hipped roof, notable semicircular Corinthian prostyle portico 
on east facade flanked by stairs, circular lantern with engaged Corin- 
thian columns, plain sides with tripartite windows, Corinthian 
tetrastyle portico in antis with pediment on west facade. 

A masterpiece of Greek Revival architecture that exploits the 
break in the city’s grid afforded by its irregular lot. Built 1832-33; 
William Strickland, architect; John Struthers, marble mason. Recum- 
bent marble lions imported from Italy 1838. Interior altered 1891; 
Frank Miles Day, architect. Interior gutted and rebuilt 1901-3; Louis 
C. Hickman, architect. Exterior and lantern tower restored 1964-65. 
For over half a century Philadelphia’s commercial center, replacing 
earlier taverns. Certified, PHC 1956; Pennsylvania Register 1970; 
designated National Historic Site 1948. 14 sheets (1954, including plot 
plan, plans, portico plan, section, elevation, details);* 19 ext. photos 
(1939, 1964,* 1975*), 1 photocopy of old ext. print (c. 1835);* 17 data 
pages (including 1834-1903 insurance surveys).* 


Philadelphia Fire Department, Engine Company No. 8 (now known as 
Fireman’s Hall). Illustrated 

(PA-1459), 149 N. Second St., at N.E. corner Quarry St. Museum. 
Brick with stone trim, approx. 30’ (three-bay front) x 105’, two-and- 
a-half stories, stepped gable roof with triple dormer, diapering above 
second story, rectangular plan. Built 1898; Thomas M. Seeds, Jr., 
contractor. Altered later. Fire Department Museum since 1967, 
known as Fireman’s Hall since 1975. 1 sheet (1974, including eleva- 
tion);* 1 ext. photo (1976).* 


Philadelphia Hose Company No. 1 

(PA-1460), 33 N. Seventh St., at S.E. corner Filbert St. Brick with 
brownstone ashlar front, approx. 15’ (two-bay front) x 58’, three 
stories, flat roof, paired windows framed by Tuscan pilasters and ar- 
chitrave, quoins. Built 1849-50; demolished 1965. Established 1803 as 
the first hose company in the United States and in 1857 became the 
country’s first regular fire company to employ a steam fire engine. 1 
ext. photo (1965),* 3 photocopies oi old ext. photos (c. 1880, c. 1935);* 
1 data page (1965).* 


Philadelphia Saving Fund Society 

(PA-1461), 306 Walnut St. Brick with marble ashlar front, approx. 28 
(three-bay front) x 94’, two stories (originally one) with Ionic distyle 
portico in antis with pediment (originally balustrade), flat roof. 
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54 South Second Street and tts Associations. 


some years prior to the Revolution, Mrs. Graydon had it for 
her boarding house, and it is surprising what a number of 
persons of note resorted to it. Duponceau joined the Baron 
Steuben at the Slate Roof House after the British evacuation, 
and wrote, “Such was the filth of the city that it was impos- 
sible for us to drink a comfortable dish of tea that evening. 
As fast as our cups were filled, myriads of flies took posses- 
sion of them, and served us as the harpies did the poor 
Trojans in the Mncid. Some said they were Hessian Flies.” 

In that most charmmg volume by Mrs. Graydon’s son, 
entitled the ‘Memoirs of a Life of Sixty Years chiefly 
passed in Pennsylvania,” much of interest concerning both 
the house and the times may be obtained. An inaccuracy 
of Graydon with regard to a statement about the building 
may be pointed out. On page 53 of his original edition he 
says the Abbe Raynal, speaking of Philadelphia, “ observes 
that the houses are covered with slate, a material amply 
supplied from quarries in the neighborhood. But, unfortu- 
nately for the source from which the Abbe derived his infor- 
mation, there were no such quarries near the city that I ever 
heard of, and certainly but a single house with this kind of 
roof.” Captain Graydon must have obtained this erroneous 
view of the Abbe’s statement at second hand; for what the 
Abbe really does say is something quite different. His lan- 
guage, speaking of the whole city, vol. vii. p. 806, is, “The pre- 
sent buildings have received an additional decoration from a 
kind of marble which is found about a mile (fifteen miles) out 
of town. Of this, tables, chimney pieces, and other household 
furniture are made.” It is probable that Graydon, residing 
in Harrisburg in 1810, could not conveniently refer to Ray- 
nal’s works. The late Cephas Q@. Childs, some forty years 
ago, commenced an engraving of the house, which, however, 
he did not complete. It has been finished by Mr. William 
G. Armstrong, and is used to illustrate this article. 

On the west side of the street, but nearer to Walnut, was 
the City Tavern, afterwards “The Merchants’ Coffee House.” 
The keeper of the Tavern was Mr. Smith. General Wash- 
ington arrived in the city on the 4th of September, 1774, 












South Second Street and its Associations. 55 


and supped at “the New Tavern.” In his diary he makes 
repeated mention of the place. Bancroft says, ‘On Monday, 
the sth of September, 1774, the members of Congress, meet- 
ing at Smith’s Tavern, moved ina body to select the place 
for their deliberations.” Christopher Marshall’s Diary, Oct. 
2), 1774, has, “This day the Assembly of this Province 
gave a grand entertainment unto all the delegates from the 
different Provinces at this time in the city, at what is called 
the New Tavern in Second Street.” Edward Moyston was 
the keeper in 1799. In after years it became the ** Coffee 
Ilouse,” and gathering there in furtherance of their business 
affairs, everything of public interest was discussed by these 
leading men of the day, along with whom were those who 
had retired with fortune from their old pursuits. These, 
however, would also come, and with the disposition of the 
retired tallow-chandler of London, who found his leisure so 
irksome that he obtained his successor’s consent to be present 
at the old stand on “melting days.” So in the Coffee House 
these suecesstul veterans, with a view to keep their hands in, 
would venture something in the way of underwriting, a busi- 
ness famous then, but now entirely confined to the incorpo- 
ee a ae ee 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Denise M. Larrabee Aprad.4,, 1322 
Library Company of Philadelphia 

1314 Locust st. 

Philadelphia, PA 19107-5698 


Dear Ms. Larrabee: 


Thank you so much for being so helpful and finding Moore’s 
Philadelphia Price Current as well as the photocopies relating to 
the Merchants Coffee House etc. 

I have written to a friend to arrange to have the newspaper 
examined and Pennsylvania Historical Society will do it in due 
course. I am hoping there is an article in the paper introducing 
T.M. Moore. I am also hoping there is an advertisement for his 
counterfeit coin detector. The detector is marked MOORE’S PATENT. 
There is no such patent. Moore could possibly have used the term 
to help sell it. It could have been developed by someone else. 
His address on the box of the detector is Moore’s Price Current. 
12 Merchants Exchange. 

Thanks again for your exciting find. We will await further 
developments from the Pennsylvania Historical Society. Then we 
will locate more detail about T.M. Moore. 


Sincerely, 


a 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Francis P. O’Neill April: 7, 2993 
Maryland Historical Society 

201 West Monument St. 

Baltimore, MD 21201 


Dear Mr. O’Neill: 


Your information on my search for counterfeit coin detecting 
devices involving Moore and Price Current and the Merchant’s 
Exchange is most appreciated. As you stated negative findings are 
of value. They made me recheck Philadelphia where my search for 
Moore as an inventor had been fruitless. I believe I am closing 
in: 

In Philadelphia from 1833 to 1835 I learned there was a 
Moore’s Price Current. There was also a Merchant’s Exchange built 
in 1833-1835. A search is on for Moore who must have been in some 
business not yet determined. Moore’s Price Current will be read 
tor clues. 


Thanks so much and please thank Denwood Kelly. 


Sincerely, 
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Eric’P. Newman 
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DAVID E. CASSENS 


the Balkan Bovernpleph pie 10 finan- 
cial assistance to men willing to fight, only 
those who could afford their own passage 
could volunteer. Bagranoff ghessed that 
the twenty or thirty Turks livi Granite 
City were simply too poo¥ to return 
home.*! 













\Naroden Glas led n e fund rais- 
and in all ne or the Bul- 
1 Red Cross.*? ite City bank 
nized by immigrants™xepor ted that 

than $50,000Jwas withdrawn just 


ee and after tNe outbreak of the 
eas oh 
Wak. 
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firgtroup of five h¥indgedSGreeks and 
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Marching Band, t e 
can nations. 


can flag age Ni O 
fany wore theu n of their native 


land, and sAfe carrie oa For 


aes hours |along pe Gwe of march 


a nd the cS ea d&pot there were band 


cOngerts, tne Mnpassioned rendi- 


tieus of patri lee SO Che first group of 
150 left in ePr the second in the 
afternoon, angus e last gr oup of two hun- 
dred departed in the evening. Bulgarian 
and Greek songs were sung between 
choruses of “America” and “Rally Round 
the Flag” as each contingent left. Five hun- 


*' Bagranoff, p. 9. 

*? Altankov, p. 87. 

*3Ibid., p. 41 

*4 Granite City Press-Record, Nov. 1, 1912, pal col. 4; 
Tenui Tonchey, Khrabostta’ na Bulgariia (Sofia: 
Voenno Izdatelstvo, 1981), p. 20. 

*°Granite City Press-Record, July 1, 1913, p. 1, col. 
5. 

*6 Altankov, p.87; Naroden Glas, Sept. 7, 1917, 
pos 

** Bagranoff, pp. 9-10: Joseph Roucek, “Bulgarian 
Americans,” in ed. Francis J. Brown and Joseph S. 
Roucek, One America: The History, Contributions, and 
Present Problems of Our Racial and National Minorities 
(New York: Prentice, 1952), p. 179. 
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Bulgarians who were unable or too fear” - 
ful to return to the Balkans were preoccu- 
pied with news of the war and the safety of 
their families. They sent a steady flow of 
money and clothing to their native 
country, and they apparently seldom ques- 
tioned the aggressive action taken by the 
Bulgarian government and its allies in 
1912. At the outbreak of the Second Bal- 
kan War on June 30, 1913, four Bulgari- 
ans beat and stabbed a man named Tony 
Zuralli, who had questioned the bravery of 
Bulgarian troops. The attack took place 
outside the Little Six Bar in West Granite. 
Zuralli survived the beating, and _ his 
attackers were jailed.*? Such incidents, 
although rare, reflected the passionate 
feelings of the Bulgarians. 

European unrest leading to World War 
[ also aroused Bulgarian nationalism. 
When their native country joined the Cen- 
tral Powers in 1915, some Illinois Bulgari- 
ans, like many German Americans, were 
regarded as possible enemy agents. Naro- 
den Glas urged American neutrality, col- 
lected donations for the Bulgarian Red 
Cross, and sent money to Bulgarian pris- 
oners held in France.?® 

With America’s entry into the war on the 
side of Britain and France, there were new 
difficulties in the Bulgarian colony as some 
men returned home to fight. “wo local 
Presbyterian ministers protested to the IIli- 
nois Synod that Bagranoffs Bulgarian 
Mission in Madison had become seditious. 
The synod withdrew its) support, and 
Bagranoff was forced to move his mission 
across the river to St. Louis. There, by 
1919, he opened the Near East Mission on 
Victor Street, which offered assistance to 
all nationalities, not just Bulgarians and 
Macedonians.‘ 

The defeat of Bulgaria as an ally of the 
Central Powers and the transfer of Mace- 
donia to the new Yugoslav state created 
bitter feelings. Naroden Glas protested 
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2/10/95 revision 
MOORE’S ROCKER 


The earliest known device made specifically for detecting 
counterfeit United States coinage seems to be a brass rocker for 
the United States half Eagle ($5 gold) and the quarter Eagle ($2% 
gold). The horizontal openings in which the coins fit are part of 
the beam and touch each other. The larger opening is punched with 
+ and the smaller opening with 4%. Slot gauges for testing 
thickness are cut parallel to the beam and within the circular 
opening in which a coin is placed. The raised circumference of 
each opening is partially cut away on the outside so that coins can 
be easily inserted and removed by hand. The diameters of the 
openings are about 5 millimeters larger than the new dimensions of 
the U.S. Classic Head gold coins under the Act of June 28, 1834. 
There were no other denominations of U.S. gold coins minted during 
the 1834 - 1837 period. In 1838 a $10 gold coin was added. The 
diameters of the $5 and $2 gold coins were reduced in 1840. 

The counterweight is a rectangular prism shaped part of the 
beam. On top of the counterweight is punched MOORE’S. On the top 
of the horizontal portion of the base is punched PATENT. The 
device is similar in design to the early 19th century English brass . 
rockers for testing sovereigns and half sovereigns. No U.S. patent 
was issued for Moore’s device and apparently none was applied for 
as nothing in it appears novel or patentable. 

The text of the label on the box of one of the few known 
examples of this rocker describes the detector as "Moore’s Patent 
Eagle Balance" and ends with "For sale at the offices of Moore’s 
Price Current, 12 Merchants Exch." The use of the word Eagle is 
confusing because the Eagle or U.S. $10 gold coin was discontinued 
in 1804 and not minted again until 1838. The testor has no opening 
for an Eagle. The location of the Merchants Exchange was not given. 
Moore’s Philadelphia Price Current, Trade News and Shipping List, 
was a Saturday publication by T.M. Moore in Philadelphia in the 
1832-1834 period with an address at Merchant’s Coffee House. 

In the issue of November 8, 1834 the following advertisement 
appears on page 2: 


To Bankers, Brokers, Merchants and Traders. 
MOORE’S PATENT EAGLE BALANCE 
(Approved by the Mint and used by most of the Banks and 
Brokers ) 
To Weigh and Guage Half and Quarter Eagles 


Warranted Correct 


Being so exact that no counterfeit of sufficient weight to 
turn the balance can possibly go through the Guage. For sale at 


the Office of Moore’s Price Current, No. 12 Merchants Exchange. 


Retail Price $1.50 each or $5 for four = te the Evade a 


deduction of 25 per cent upon the retail price, 
Any infringement of the above will be dealt with legally 


Philadelphia Sept. 4, 1834 

Having examined and made use of Mr. Moore’s lever scale for 

the purpose of detecting counterfeit half and quarter Eagles we 

unhesitatingly give it as our opinion that it is a complete guard 

against fraud and impositions of that nature and recommend its 
general adoption to all traders and mechanics. 


JOHN MAXWELL 
Stock & Exchange Broker, No. 38 south 3d st 


HENRY BARKER 
Exchange Broker, No. 10 south 3d st 


Philadelphia, then being the only location of a U.S. Mint, was 


a natural source for the testor. In DeSilver’s Philadelphia 
Directory for 1835-1836 Theodore Moore is listed as an editor 
tiving at i126 Christian. If Theodore Moore is T.M. Moore, the 


publisher of Moore’s Philadelphia Price Current, then the . 
distributor of the testor is determined, but the search for the 
manufacturer of the testor should continue. 
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as nothing in it appears novel or patentable. 3 

The text of the label on the box of one of the “© known 
examples of this rocker describes the detector as "Moore’s Patent 
Eagle Balance" and ends with "For sale at the offices of Moore’ 
Price Current, 12 Merchants Exch." The use of the word Eagle is 
confusing because the Eagle or U.S. $10 gold coin was discontinued 
in 1804 and not minted again until 1838. The testor has no opening 


for an Eagle, but-oniy _fer—a_half Eagie_and_a-quarter Eagle. Price 
ee et a ae aesse Pte ee = was 





ie eee Moore’: s ee Price Current, Trade 
News and Shipping Bist,,a Saturday publication by T.M. Moore in 
Philadelphia in the 183271834 period with an address at Merchant’s 
Coffee House. 
ofp In the issue of November 8, 1834 the following advertisement 








To Bankers, Brokers, Merchants and Traders. 


MOORE’S PATENT EAGLE BALANCE 
(Approved by the Mint and used by most of the Banks and 
Brokers ) 


To Weigh and Guage Half and Quarter Eagles 
Warranted Correct 


Being so exact that no counterfeit of sufficient weight to 
turn the balance can possibly go through the Guage. For sale at 
the Office of Moore’s Price Current, No. 12 Merchants Exchange. 


Retail Price $1.50 each or $5 for four - to the trade a 
deduction of 25 per cent upon the retail price, 
Any infringement of the above will be dealt with legally 


Philadelphia Sept. 4, 1834 

Having examined and made use of Mr. Moore’s lever scale for 

the purpose of detecting counterfeit half and quarter Eagles we 

unhesitatingly give it as our opinion that it is a complete guard 

against fraud and impositions of that nature and recommend its 
general adoption to all traders and mechanics. 


JOHN MAXWELL 
Stock & Exchange Broker, No. 38 south 3d st 


HENRY BARKER 
Exchange Broker, No. 10 south 3d st 
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2/10/95 revision 
MOORE’S ROCKER 


The earliest known device made specifically for detecting . 
counterfeit United States coinage seems to bé a brass rocker for 
the United States half Fagle ($5 gold) and the quarter Eagle ($2% 
gold). The horizontal openings in which the coins fit are part of 
the beam and touch each other. The larger opening is punched with 
+ and the smaller opening with 4. Slot gauges for testing 
thickness are cut parallel to the beam and within the circular 
opening in which a coin is placed. The raised circumference of 
‘each opening is partially cut away on the outside so that coins can 
be easily ee and removed by hand. The diameters of the 
openings are about’5 millimeters larger than the new dimensions of 
the U.S. Classic Head gold coins under the Act of June 28, 1834. 
There were no other denominations of U.S. goid coins minted during 
the 1834 - 1837 period. [In 1838 a $10 gold coin was added. The 
diameters of the $5 and $2% gold coins were reduced in 1840. 

The counterweight is a rectangular prism shaped part of the 
beam. On top of the counterweight is pui.ched MOORE’S. On the top 
of the horizontal portion of the base is punched PATENT. The 
device is similar in design to the early 19th century English brass 
rockers for testing sovereigns and half sovereigns. No U.S. patent 
was issued for Moore’s device and apparently none was applied for 
as nothing in it appears novel or patentabie. 

The text of the label on the box of one of the few known 
examples of this rocker describes the detector as "Moore’s Patent 
Eagle Balance” and ends with "For sale at the offices of Moore’s 
Price Current, 12 Merchants Exch." The use of the word Eagle is 
confusing because the Eagle or U.S. $10 gold coin was discontinued 
in 1804 and not minted again until 1838. The testor has no opening 
for an Eagle. The Location of the Merchants Exchange was not given. 
Moore’s Philadelphia Price Current, Trade News and Shipping List, ; 
was a Saturday publication by T.M. Moore in Phiiadeiphia in the 

fy 1832-1834 period with an address Merchant’s Coffee House. 
In the issue of November 8, 1834 the following advertisement 
appears on page 2: 










To Bankers, Brokers, Merchants and Traders. 
MOORE’S PATENT EAGLE BALANCE 
(Approved by the Mint and used by most of the Banks and 
car Brokers) 
To Weigh and Guage Half and Quarter Eagies 


| Warranted Correct 


| Being sO exact that no counterfeit of sufficient weight to 
-turn the balance can possibly go through the Guage. For sale at 
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the Office of Moore’s Price Current, No. 12 Merchants Exchange. 


Retail Price $1.50 each or $5 for four = to the trade aoa 


deduction of 25 per cent upon the retail price, 
Any infringement of the above wili be dealt with legally 


Philadeiphia Sept. 4, 1834 

Having examined and made use of Mr. Moore’s iever scale for 

the purpose of detecting counterfeit half and quarter Eagles we 

unhesitatingly give it as our opinion that it is a complete quard 

against fraud and impositions of that nature and recommend its 
general adoption to all traders and mechanics. 


JOHN MAXWELL 
Stock & Exchange Broker, No. 3% south 3d st 


HENRY BARKER 
Exchange Broker, No. i0 south 3d st 


Philadelphia, then being the only location of a U.S. Mint, was 
a natural source for the testor. In DeSilver’s Philadelphia 
Directory for 1835-1836 Theodore Moore is listed as an editor 
living at 126 Christian. If Theodore Moore is T.M. Moore, the 
publisher of Moore’s Philadelphia Price Current, then the 
distributor of the testor is determined, but the search for the 
manufacturer of the testor should continue. 


